
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.4708 Sewage disposal and water supply districts; powers.
Sec. 4708. A district organized under this part constitutes a governmental subdivision of this state and a

body corporate, exercising public powers, with power to sue and to be sued in any court of this state. A
district shall possess all the powers necessary to organize itself and also shall possess powers incident to the
powers enumerated in this part. The district is authorized and empowered to do all of the following:

(a) Pursuant to the terms of any contract entered into under section 4709 of this part, to construct and
operate sewage disposal systems and water supply systems within the area comprising its territorial limits and
to acquire, extend, and improve the systems.

(b) To make and cause to be made surveys, studies, and investigations of water resources of the area within
its territorial limits for the purpose of determining the feasibility and practicability of developing new sources
of water supply to municipalities, industrial and commercial establishments, and agricultural and residential
lands and areas so that water is available to agricultural and residential lands in a quantity and quality
necessary for the protection of the public health and the promotion of the general welfare within the areas.

(c) To make and cause to be made surveys, studies, and investigations for the purpose of ascertaining the
requirements of municipalities, industrial and commercial establishments, individual and collective groups, or
occupants of lands for sewage disposal systems so that sewers and sewage disposal facilities are available to
the entities described in this subdivision that are situated within the territorial limits of the district and that
may need or require the facilities for the protection of public health and the promotion of the general welfare.

(d) To cooperate with and enter into agreements with any person as may be necessary for the full
performance of its functions and duties and to acquire by purchase, exchange, lease, gift, grant, bequest,
devise, or otherwise, any property, real or personal, or rights or interests in property, either within or outside
of its territorial limits; to maintain, administer, and improve any acquired properties; to receive income from
same and to expend the income in implementing this part and its purposes; and to sell, lease, or otherwise
dispose of any of its property or interests in property to implement this part and its purposes. The district is
invested with the power of eminent domain in acquiring private property for public use. For the purposes of
exercising the power, the district may proceed under Act No. 149 of the Public Acts of 1911, being sections
213.21 to 213.25 of the Michigan Compiled Laws, or any other statute that grants to any municipality or
public body the authority to acquire private property for public use.

(e) To accept and receive money as may be appropriated to the district by the legislature of this state.
(f) To accept and receive any funds or money which may be appropriated by any act of congress either

directly from any federal governmental agency responsible for the disbursement and allocation of the funds or
through the department and for that purpose the districts are authorized to execute contracts, documents, or
agreements as may be required by the congressional act as a prerequisite to the securing of the funds.

History: 1994, Act 451, Eff. Mar. 30, 1995.
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